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THE SAHRADA ALPHABET 

In the 9th century we witness in the Brahmi alphabet of north western India a 
development of a new script which though agreeing largely with the Brahmi alphabet 
of the immediately preceding centuries shows essential differences in the forms of several 
characters. This alphabet is known as the Sharada alphabet. 

Name 

It is not definitely known as to how and when the alphabet received the 
appellation Sharada. Sharada the well known goddess of learning has been the tutelary 
deity of Kashmir the famed centre of learning from ancient times and named after her 
as Sharada desha or Sharada mandala. Kashmir is also the only region in the north 
western part of the subcontinent where the alphabet has been in use to this day since its 
appearance in the 9th century. Hence it is not unlikely that the name of the alphabet 
owes its origin to Kashmir or the land of Sharada. However, the name of the alphabet 
does not seem to have become very popular even in the(ti3n|e)of Alberuni (11th century) 
who calls the alphabet used in his time in Kashmir as Siddha matrika .' Alberuni has 
given a realistic and comprehensive account of contemporary Kashmir and it is unlikely 
that he would have failed to mention Sharada as the name of the alphabet then current 
in Kashmir had this name gained sufficient currency then. 

Thus while it is certain that the name of the alphabet known as the Sharada 
alphabet originated in Kashmir as also suggested by George Buhler 2 and George 
Greirson 3 the exact time of its origination remains obscure. 

THE AREA OF ITS USE 

The epigraphic and written records in the Sharada discovered so far hale from 

Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Pak occupied Kashmir (POK) and North 
Western Pakistan. 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

Kashmir 

Considering the fact that the Sharada alphabet has been in use in Kashmir from 
the 9th century A.D. to this day and also taking into account the explicit statement of 
Kalhana 4 that he studied and made use of all types of inscriptions including the land 
grants for writing his Rajatarangini the number of Sharada epigraphic records discovered 
so far in the Valley is by no means large and surprisingly not a single copper plate 
inscription registering the grant of land has been discovered so far. The earliest specimens 
are the legends on the coins of the Utpala (Varman) dynasty 5 and a brief inscription 
incised on the fragment of a broken jar discovered from the precincts of the Avantiswami 



temple and containing the name of Avantivarman (855-883 A.D.) the founder of the 
temple. 6 Next in date are the two dedicatory inscriptions of the reign of queen Didda 
(A.D. 980-1030) one incised on the pedestal of an image of Bodhisattva Padmapani 
dated {Laukika) 65 or A.D. 989 preserved in the S.P.S. Museum Srinagar 7 and the other 
engraved on a stone slab discovered from a private house in Srinagar dated {Laukikd) 
68 or A.D. 992 and now preserved in the Lahore museum 8 . The other important 
inscription are : Tapar stone lintel inscription of the reign of Parmandadeva {Laukikd) 
33 or A.D. 1157 9 ; Arigom stone slab inscription of the {Laukika) year 73 or A.D. 1197 10 ; 
-The Koliher inscription of the reign of Shahabadena (Shihab-u-Din) dated {Laukika) 
45 or A.D. 1369", the Khonamuh stone slab inscription of the reign of 
Jayanolabadenashaha (Zain-ul-abidin) daled Kali 4530 or A.D. 1428 12 , the Srinagar 
billingual grave stone inscription of the reign of Muhmmad Shaha, {Laukika) 60 or 
A.D. 1484 13 . 

The last known Sharada inscription from Kashmir belongs to the end of the 
18th century. It has been discovered at Digom or Kapal Mochan in the Pulwama district 
and is dated {Vikram) 1846 or A.D. 1789 14 . 

The Sharada inscriptions mostly preserved in part do not add much to our 
information regarding the history and culture of Kashmir but they are usually dated and 
help us verify the correctness of the chronology as given by Kalhana and his successors. 
They also contain at times very useful information about the contemporary culture of 
ancient and mediaeval Kashmir not known from other sources. 

Jammu 

In the Jammu Province of the J&K state a few inscriptions in Sharada characters 
have come to light. Two of them were discovered at Dacchan 15 and Zaji-nai 16 in the 
Doda district. That of Dacchan is dated in the reign of Shri Nantadeva who may be 
identified with the king Anant of Kashmir (A.D. 1028-1063). It is dated in the year 12 
presumably the Laukika era and corresponds to A.D. 1036. The other is comparatively 
of a late period and on paleographic grounds can be assigned to the 16th century. Two 
more inscriptions were noticed by J. Ph. Vogel, one in a ruined temple on the ancient 
site of Babor, ancient Babapura 25 kilometeres east of Jammu 17 and the other on a 

stone linga at Kishtwar 18 . Both the inscriptions are now too much defaced to be 
deciphered. 

Ladakh 

A few inscriptions in Sharada characters were noticed in the Ladakh area by 
Vigne, Cunningham and Francke 19 . The more noteworthy are two inscriptions found at 
Dras in the Kargil district. One is incised on the back of a pillar lying on the Srinagar 
Leh Road between the hamlet of Styalbo and the village of Dras. Consisting of seven 




short lines the epigraph records the installation of an image of Maitreya by Arya 
Tharanya-kula 20 . The other is incised on the pedestal of an image of Bodhisattva 
Maitreya. Dated in the 7th year it consists of fifteen lines nearly obliterated. Another 
inscription of five lines mostly defaced was found by Francke incised on the north wall 
of the Chigtan Monastery near Zanskar 21 . 

Pak Occupied Kashmir 


Chilas 

A few inscriptions were noticed by A.H. Dani incised on a boulder and on the 
base of an old Stupa at Chilas the famous town of what is known as Dardistan 22 . The 
latter inscription mentions a Shahi chief named Vajrasura. 

Dani names the script of the inscriptions as proto nagari 'hut it is Sharada the 
direct descendant of the script used in the Hatun inscription and the Gilgit manuscripts 
found in this region and discussed in detail above. 

Himachal Pradesh 
Chamba 

In Himachal Pradesh the district of Chamba, formerly an old hill state, has 
yielded a pretty large number of Sharada inscriptions of diverse types consisting of 
rock and stone inscriptions, image inscriptions, copper plate inscriptions and fountain 
stone inscriptions. The earliest Sharada record is a beautifully excuted inscription from 
Sarahan which contains a lovely poem in praise of the beauty of Somaprabha, the wife 
of Satyaki, a hill chieftain, in an elegant and well-:embellished kavya style 23 . The most 
important and well preserved inscriptions are the copper plate charters issued by the 
rulers of Chamba like Yugakaravarman 24 , Vidagdhadeva 25 , Somavarman 26 and Asata- 
varman 27 . These charters are not only important for constituting an important source of 
information regarding the ancient and early medaeval history of Chamba but are 
important for their geographical content as well 28 . They contain mention of some ancient 
districts and villages of Chamba and thus throw light on the ancient geography of the 
state. Their value is still more enhanced by the fact that they constitute the only specimens 

of this type of epigraphs that have come to light in the entire north western hill region 
of the country so far. 

A very important group of Sharada records and unique of its type is formed by 
those engraved on the elegantly carved fountain slabs discovered from different parts 
of Chamba and now preserved in the Bhuri Singh Museum in Chamba. These slabs 
were erected at springs by the pious donors for earning religious merit. The inscriptions 
on these slabs are particularly important from historical point of view. While the copper 



plate inscriptions are dated only in the regnal years of the kings, these often contains 
dates both in the regnal years of the kings and in the Shastra era the local designation 
of the Laukika or Saptarshi era commonly used in Kashmir and the hills. This, no 
doubt, has helped build up the choronology of the ancient rulers of Chamba on more or 
less sound basis 29 . 

Kangra 

Only a limited number of Sharada records has come to light in Kangra another 
old hill state so far. The most important and the well preserved inscriptions are the well 
known Baijnath Prashastis incised on two large stone slabs in the famous temple of 
Baijnath at Baijnath (ancient Kiragrama) in the Kangra district 30 . The Prashasti No. 1 
is dated in the year 80 of the reign of Jayachandra, the lord of Trigarta to whom the 
ruling chief of Kiragrama Laksamanacandra owed allegiance. The date of the Prashasti 
sam 80 Jyeshtha Shukla Pratipat corresponds to second of May 1204 A.D. The Prashasti 
No. II is dated in the Shaka year 1126 corresponding to A.D. 1204. The Prashasti No. 1 
gives an account of the construction of temple in honour of Lord Vaidyanatha by two 
merchant brothers Manyuka and Ahuka and Prashasti No. II contains a brief account of 
the baronial house of Kiragrama to which Lakshamanacandra belonged. 

Another record worthy of note from Kangra is a brief inscription engraved on 
the pedestal of a statuette of Jain Tirthankara Parshvanatha dated ( Laukika ) Sam 30 
corresponding to A.D. 1254 31 . 


Haryana 

Palam 

An inscription engraved on a stone slab was discovered from a spring (baoli) at 
the village of Palam 20 km south west of Delhi. Only the concluding portion of the 
inscription is in Sharada, the rest is in Nagari. It records the sinking of a small tank 
(baoli) by certain Uddhara. It is dated Vikram samvat 1337 Shravana va ti 13 Buddhavare 
corresponding either to Wednesday 26th June 1280 or Wednesday, the 13th August 
1281 in the reign of Sultan Ghiyathud-din (Giyas-u-din) Balban 32 . 


North Western Pakistan 

A number of Sharada inscriptions have been discovered in north western Pakistan 
but most of these are either fragmentary or defaced and now lying in the Lahore and 
Peshawar museums. The earliest known Sharada inscription from the region is the Dewai 
inscription of the Shahi king Bhimadeva (10th century) 33 . The other important 
inscriptions are those of the Shahi king Jayapala discovered from Barikot in upper 
Swat andHund ancient Udabhandapura dated 146 35 ; and of queen Kameshvaridevi 
dated 154, 157 36 . Other important inscriptions belong to the reigns of Vijayapala 37 and 




Anantdeva 38 . The last known inscription from the region is the stone inscription of 
certain Vanhadaka now preserved in the Peshawar museum and dated Laukika 538 or 
A.D. 1461 39 . The Sharada inscriptions from N.W. Pakistan though very brief and 
fragmentary constitute an important source of information regarding the Hindu Shahi 
rulers of Kabul and Gandhara who were previously known to us only from an account 
of them given by Alberuni in his Kitab-ul-Hind or Tehquiqi Hind r4 °. 

It is worthwhile to note that the earliest known manuscript written in Sharada 
characters also hales from N.W. Pakistan. It was discovered from the village Bakshali 
in the Peshawar district of north west Pakistan. The title of the manuscript is lost but it 
is known as Bakshali Manuscript from the place of its origin. Assigned on paleographic 
grounds to the 12th century the manuscript contains an important mathematical work 
dealing with a variety of subjects on mathematics 41 . 

II THE PERIOD OF USE 

Till recently it was not possible to arrive at some definite conclusion with regard 
to the upper limit of the date of the use of the Sharada alphabet. The paucity of material 
obliged the learned epigraphists like Buhler and Hoernle to make tentative suggestions 
which in the light of the latest doscoveries are not wholly tenable. Thus Hoernle's 
suggestion 42 that the "elaboration of the so called Sharada alphabet may be placed 
about 500 A.D." is far from fact since the script used at this time in north western India 
was, as seen above, the so called Gupta script and Sharada had not yet appeared on the 
scene. Again Buhler's observation 43 that the Sharada script appears from about 800 
A.D. is based on the erroneous reading of the dates of the two Baij.nath Prashastis as 
Shaka 726 or 804 A.D. As first pointed out by Kielhorn 44 and Vogel 45 the correct reading 
of the date is Shaka 1126 or 1204 A.D. and, as such, the Baijnath Prashastis cannot be 
regarded as the earliest known Sharada inscriptions 46 as suggested by Buhler nor can 
the inscription discovered from Hund (Pakistan) written in Sharada characters and dated 
Sam 168 and 169 considered to be the earliest known Sharada inscription as preciously 
believed, for the years 168, 169 mentioned in the inscription can not be assigned to the 
Harsha era as suggested by Daya Ram Sahni 47 who first edited the record. The dates of 
this inscription mentioning queen Kameshvaridevi as also of number of other Sharada 
records discovered from Hund belonging to the Shahi rulers of Kabul and 
Udabhandapura (now Hund) are to be assigned to the Shahi era of 843 or 850 A.D. as 
suggested by A. Rehman 48 and Prof. Jagan Nath Agarwal 49 and earlier postulated by 
Elliot 50 . Paleographically also the above record cannot be assigned to the 9th century 
as suggested by Sahni. 

This much is also certain that the Sharada had not appeared on the seene in 
Kashmir and Chamba the two main seats of Sharada alphabet in the 8th century as the 
records discovered from these states and assignable to the 8th century as, e.g. the coin 
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legends of Lalitaditya Pratapaditya of Kashmir 51 and the inscriptions of Meruvarman 
of Chamba are written in the Kutila or acute angled script and not Sharada. The earliest 
known specimens in which the Sharada characters appear for the first time are, as 
suggested by Buhler, the coin legends of the Utpala rulers of Kashmir (9th century) 53 
and the Avantipur Ghata inscription of Avantivarman (855-883 A.D.). The earliest kn own 
Sharada inscription from Chamba, the Sarahan Prashasti belongs to the period earlier 
than the foundation of the state of Chamba by Sahillavarman in the 10th century. On 
paleographic grounds also the inscription as suggested by Vogel can be assigned to the 
9th century 54 . 

Thus on the basis of the present state of our knowledge of the Sharada alphabet 
it can be suggested that the alphabet made its appearance first in the 9th century. 

Lower Limit 


Nothing definite can be said about the lower limit of the use of the Sharada 
script in North Western Pakistan. Its use in the 15th century is, however attested to by 
the evidence of the Peshawar museum inscription, of Vanhadaka dated Lau^ik^samvat^ 
538 (1461 A.D.) which is written in the Sharada characters 55 . Its use in Kashmir continues 
even to this day though it is confined only to the older generation of the priestly class. 
Its use in inscriptions even as late as the 18th century is testified by the Digom (Kapal 
Mochan, District Shopian) inscription of (Vikram) 1846 (1789 A.D.) 56 . 
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In Chamba and Kangra in Himachal Pradesh it remained a popular script till 
the 13th century when it was replaced by its descendant, the Devashesa which in turn 
gave rise to the modern alphabet of Takari. 





Details of Characters 
Early Phase 
(9th-10th centuries) 


_The early phase of the Sharada alphabet is represented by the following records 

refferedjto above. 

-j tH’t f “ 1. Avantipura (Kashmir) Ghat Inscription of Avantivarma (855-883 A.D.) 

2. The Chilas (POK) Inscriptions, No. 63-65. 


3. The Sarahan (Chamba H.P.) stone inscription of a ruler called Satyaki c. 
9th century. 

4. The Dewai (upper swat Pakistan) stone inscription of the Shahi king 
Bhimadeva (c. 940-960 A.D.) 


5. The Hund (Pakistan) inscription of Shahi king Jayapaladeva of the year 
146 (996 A.D.) 

6. The Hund (Pakistan) inscription of Vijayapala shahi of the year 120 (970 
A.D.) 

7. The Barikot (Godun territory Pakistan) inscription of the reign of 
Jayapaladeva. 

8. S.P.S. museum Srinagar Bronze Image Inscription of the reign of Queen 
Didda dated ( Laukika ) sam 65 or A.D. 989 

9. The Srinagar (now Lahore Museum) fragmentary stone inscription of the 
reign of queen Didda ( Laukika) sam 68 or A.D. 992 


10. The Brahmor (Chamba H.P.) copper plate inscription of Yugakaravarman 
(10th century) 

' 11- The ^hngall(Chamba, H.P.) copper plate inscription of Vidagdhadeva (10th 

£ 1A/V' °\ r> century) 

0 

12. Tur (Chamba, H.P.) inscription of Rajanaka Thathika of the reign of 
Vidagdhadeva (10th century). 

Vowels (see Table [) ff?> •/* 


1. The initial a retains in Sharada the same form as it has in the north western 
Brahmi alphabet of 6th and 7th centuries. It has an open top and a curve 
open towards the left in the lower portion of the left half of the letter. The 




earliest examples of the same form occur in Tusam inscription and the Bower 
manuscript {supra table IB, cols IV and VI) The letter shows except in the 
Chilas and Sarahan inscriptions (col. II, III) a circle (Avantipur inscription 
col. I), a wedge or a small triangle at the foot of the right hand vertical 
towards its left. In the Brahmor copper plate grant (col X) it has an usual 
foot mark consisting of two small strokes forming a fork of an angle of 
about 45°. This fork is also seen at the top of almost all the letters in this 
inscription in plate of the usual horozontal bar. 

2. The initial a is formed like a with the addition of a curve open towards the 
left and attached to the foot of the vertical on the right. This curve which 
marks the length of the vowel is already regularly found in the records of 
6th, 7th and the 8th centuries, e.g. in the Nirmand copper plate grant {supra 
Table IC, col II), the Gilgitt manuscripts (Table IC, col III) and the Brahmor 
inscription No. 6 of Meruvarman (Table IC col IV). It is also noticed in the 
Bower Manuscript (Table IB col IV) and even earlier in the 4th century 
A.D. in the Mathura inscription of Chandragupta II (Table IB, col II). 

3. The letter i consisting of two dots above and curve below agrees with earlier 
forms of 5th, 6th and the 7th centuries as seen in the Bower Manuscript, 
the Nirmand grant and the Gilgitt manuscripts. In one instance in the Sarahan 
Prashasti letter shows a well developed curve drawn towards the left as in 
the later Sharada. In the Sungal Grant (col. XI) we have small circles in 
place of the usual dots. 

4. Amongst the early Sharada records the initial i occurs only in the Sarahan 
Prashasti (col III). It has exactly the same shape as in the 
(Table IB, col IV). It consists of a vertical stroke with a 
and a wedge at its upper and lower ends. 

5. The initial u also preserves the earlier shape but the curve below is drawn 
further to the left. 

6. The letter u occurs only in the Sarahan (col. Ill) and the Hund inscriptions 
(col. V). It is formed like u with the addition of a downstroke attached to 
the back of the letter near the top. 

7. The initial e retains the ancient triangular form but shows a wedge (col. Ill) 
or a serif (col. XI) at the left top end of the top base. In the Brahmor 
inscription (col. X) it has an uncommon triangular shape. 

8. The letter o occurs in the benediction Om in the Brahmor and the Sungal 
copper plate inscriptions. It is formed like u with the addition of a wedge 


Bower Manuscript p 
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(col. XI) or a serif (col. X) at the left end of the top. 



9. The initial vowels r ai and au do not occur in early Sharada records. 

CONSONANTS 

Gutterals i 

1. The letter k retains in early Sharada the form of the preceding centuries as 
found in the Nirmand copper plate (Table IC, col. II), the Hatun inscription 
of Patoladeva (Table IC, col. VI) and the Gilgitt Manuscripts (Table IC, 
col. III). It consists of a loop on the left limb caused by the connection of 
the lower end of the left bent bar with the foot of the vertical. The loop is 
both rounded and angular. Vogels' contention that the left hand loop is more 
rounded in the older Sharada inscriptions and more angular in later ones 
may be true in case of the Sharada records from Chamba but in general we 
find both the forms used side by side. 

2. kh with a flat top, vertical on the left and a loop, reminiscent of the loop of 
the Ashoka's Kalsi edicts (supra Table IA) attached to the vertical on the 
right differs very little from the Gilgitt Manuscripts (Table IC, col. III). In 
the Srinagar inscription of queen Didda (col. IX) the letter is more cursive 
and has an archaic appearance. In the Brahmor copper plate inscription 
(col. X) the right limb looks more like v. 

3. g shows a flat top and a wedge, a small triangular, a serif or a small upward 
stroke at the lower end of the left vertical. In the Sungal copper plate grant 
(col. XI) the letter shows sometimes a rounded top. The small triangle at 

the foot of the right vertical is also missing sometimes as, e.g., in (bhogika ^lirt f'.>x A 
line 9. 


4. The letter gh in diverse forms rounded, angular, cursive preserves the shape 
of the Kushana inscriptions (see Table IA). In the Tur inscription (col. XII) 
the right hand vertical protrudes downwards. 

5. The letter n which occurs in our records only in combination with other 
gutterals preserves its earlier form as found in the Bower Manuscript (Table 
IB, col. III). It regularly shows a wedge, a serif or small down stroke at the 
right end of the top horizontal-bar. In combination with medial a the letter 
has a loop in place of a wedge or serif as in the Tur inscription (col. XII). 

Palatals 

6. The letter c occurs in the early Sharada records both in a rounded and a 



quadrangular form. The rounded form with a pointed projection to the left 
is more common while the quadrangular form occurs in Hund (col. VI), 
Brahmor (col. X) and Tur (col. XII) inscriptions. Vogel 57 states that the 
quadrangular form of c regarded by Buhler as a characteristic peculiarity 
of the Sharada is not found in the inscriptions from Chamba. This is, 
however, far from the truth as even in one of the earliest Sharada inscriptions 
from Chamba, the Brahmor copper plate grant (col. X) we find the 
quadrangular c occuring very frequently e.g, in line 3 ( canpaka ), line 8 
(candi) and line 16 ( carma ). 

7. The letter ch occurs in the Brahmor and Sungal copper plate inscriptions 
(cols. X, XI). It does not materially differ from its ancient shape as found 
in Kalsi Edict V line 14. 

8. The letter j the most conservation letter in the Sharada, differs from its 
earlier from as found in the Bower Manuscript (Table IB, col. VI) by the 
development of a wedge or a serif at the right end of the top bar. It is mostly 
angular in shape though cursive forms also occur sometimes. The central 
bar issues also sometimes from the upper end of the left hand vertical and 
occassionally from the middle of the upper horizontal bar. Examples can 
be seen in cols. II, III, V, XI and XII. 

9. jh occurs only once in Sarahan Prashasti (col. Ill) in combination withy (in 
rasojjhitena 1. 11). Its form is similar to that of the Bower Manuscript (tab 
IB, col. VI). 

10. The palatal nasal occurs only in combination with c and j. In the Sarahan 
Prashasti (col. Ill) it occurs in superscript form and shows a developed top 
bar with a wedge attached to it at the left end. In subscript form (cols. IX, 
X, XI) it completely changes its form. 

*n 

Cerebrals \ 

11. The letter t mostly occurs in ancient semicircular form. Occasionally it 
shows a serif (cols. VIII, X, XI) or a down cursive stroke (col. XII). The 
letter also shows flat top in Brahmor (col. X) and Tur (col. XII) inscriptions. 

12. th preserves its ancient shape of a circle most faithfully and does not present 
anything remarkable. 

13. Buhler 58 mentions d as one of the Sharada letters which exhibits a peculier 
development. He describes it as showing a loop in the middle instead of an 
acute angle and a wedge at the lower end. However, it may be pointed out 



here that the loop which occurs frequently in the later Sharada especially 
in the manuscripts is conspicuously absent in early Sharada records where 
the letter occurs. The wedge at the lower end is missing in the letter in the 
Hund (col. V) and Tur (col. XII) inscriptions. In the Sungal Grant (col. XI) 
as usual we have a small triangle in place of the wedge and a fork in the 
Brahmor copper plate (col. XI). 

14. The letter dh which occurs only in the Hund inscription (col. V) agrees 
with the form of the Bower Manuscript (Tab. IB, col. VI) and shows a 
thickning in the left limb. 

15. The cerebral nasal as found in the Sarahan Prashasti (col. Ill), the Hund 
inscription (col. V), the srinagar inscription (col. IX) Sungal Grant (col. 
XI) and Tur inscription (col. XII) retains the form of the Gilgitt Manuscripts 
(Tab. IC, col. III). Its base stroke is suppressed and two curves thus united 
are sometimes supported by a small upward stroke on the right. The Sarahan 
Prashasti (col. Ill) occassionally shows a transitional form of the letter with 
a small base stroke. In the Chilas (col. II), Hund (col. V) and Brahmor 
copper plate inscription (col. X) the letter exhibits further development. It 
is provided with a down stroke attached to its left end and slanting towards 
the right. This form of the letter with a tail occurs regularly in the later 
Sharada. Vogels' 59 contention that the tailed ^occurs only after the 12th 
century cannot be upheld in the face of our earlier examples. The Hund 
inscription of Vijayapala (col. VI) shows a peculier angular form. 

Dentals) 

16. The aksara t with its ancient left half missing and the right converted into 
a curve closely resembles the form of Gilgitt Manuscripts (Table IC, col. 
Ill) and the Hatun inscription of Patoladeva (Tab. IC, col. VI). Its form 
remains constant all through the Sharada. In the Sarahan Prashasti (col. 
Ill) the letter occasionally shows a loop in the middle (1. 1 satata) and in 
the Tur inscription (col. XII) thickning in the middle as .in the letter bha. 

17. The letter th occurs both in the semicircular and the rectangular forms called 
by Vogel 60 the cresent shape with the convex side turned to the left and the 
lozenge-shaped. Vogels' contention that the lozenge shape of the letter occurs 
only in the 12th century is not vouchsafed by our records where we find 
both the forms used. 

18. The letter d preserves its shape of the Gupta and the post Gupta periods. In 
the Brahmor copper plate grant (col. X) the letter is provided with a tail at 
the right end of the base stroke. In the Dewai inscription (col. IV) it has a 




circular loop in the middle and this form of the letter is the precursor of the 
looped d found in the Sharada of the later periods. 

19. The letter dh occurs both in old crescent shaped form as also in the form 
where it has a flat top. The quadrangular form of the letter caused by the 
flattening of the top and the bottom is found in the Hund inscription of 
Vijayapala (col. VI), the Srinagar inscription of queen Didda (col. IX) and 
the Tur image inscription (col. XII). 

20. The dental nasal resembling the modern Devanagari form of the letter retains 
the shape the letter has in the Hatun inscription of Patoladeva (Tablr IC, 
col. VI) and the Gilgitt Manuscripts (Tab. IC, col. III). 

Labials 

21. p retains the shape of the earlier centuries save in a few cases where we 
find the downward elongation of the right hand vertical a feature already 
noticed above in the Hatun inscription of Patoladeva (Tab. IC, col. VI) and 
the Gilgitt Manuscripts (Tab. IC, col. III). 

22. ph occurs in looped form. The loop which marks the aspirate is caused by 
the contact of the older open curve with the base stroke. The letter thus 
differs from the form of the Bower Manuscript (Tab IB col. VI) where the 
loop is attached to the right of p instead of on the inside. In the Brahmor 
grant (col. X) the letter retains its older form with an open curve turned 
sharply inside. The letter in this form.closely resembles, the letter dh. 

23. The letter b in the early Sharada is mostly represented by v and will be 
described subsequently. 

24. bh occurs in two forms either with a wedge occassionally a knob or with an 
open triangle in the middle. The wedged form closely agrees with that found 
in the Bower Manuscript (Tab. IB, col. VI) and the Gilgitt Manuscripts 
(Tab. IC, col. III). The uncommon forms with wide open triangiifles giving 
the letter the shape of h are found in the Dewai (col. IV) and Barikot 
inscriptions (col. VII). In the Tur image inscription (col. XII) the letter shows 
two forms, with an incomplete triangle, and with an upward stroke in the 
middle. 

25. The letter m generally retains its earlier shape as found in the Nirmand 
copper plate (Tab. IC, col. II), the Hatun inscription of Patoladeva (Tab. IC, 
col. VI) and the Gilgitt Manuscripts (Tab. IC, col. III). Sometimes, however, 
the right hand vertical protrudes downwards and there appears a knob on 



the left as in the Sarahan (col. Ill), Hund (col. V) and the Srinagar (col. IX) 
inscriptions. The letter retains its earlier twist in the left limb in the Barikot 
inscription (col. VII). 

Semivowels 

26. The letter y is exclusively bipartite. It differs from the earlier bipartite form 
of the Nirmand copper plate, the Hatun inscription and the Gilgitt 
Manuscripts (Supra Tab. IC, cols. II, VI, III) by a greater bulge on the left 
and by the occasional downward prolongation of the right hand vertical. A 
unique form more common in the later Sharada occurs in the Tur inscription 
(col. XII) where the letter shows a closed top. 

27. r shows generally a wedge at the lower end of the vertical on the left side. 
Sometimes the wedge is replaced by a small upward stroke and occasionally 
by a triangle as, for example, in the Dewai inscription (col. IV) and the 
Sungal grant (col. XI). In the Chilas inscription No. 63 the letter occurs in 
its archaic form without a wedge and in the Hund unscription of Vijayapala 
(col. VI) the letter resembles the Nagari form of the letter as seen earlier in 
the Brahmor inscriptions of Meruvarman (Tab. IC, col. IV). 

28. The letter l with the right hand vertical protruding the body of the letter and 
the left hand curve attached to it by means of a small horizontal stroke 
which represents the original base stroke retains the form of the preceding 
centuries. In the Dewai stone inscription (col. IV) and sometimes in the 
Srinagar inscription (col. IX) the horizontal stroke connecting the left hand 
curve and the right hand vertical is converted into another curve and this 
form of the letter with two curves is regularly found in the Sharada of the 
subsequent periods. 

29. The letter v which mostly also represent b occurs in old cursive form and 
the angular forms. The unique uncommon forms are found in the Ghata 
inscription (col. 1) and the Dewai inscription (col. IV). 

Sibilants 

30. sh is squarish in shape and has generally a wedge on the left. The wedge is 
sometimes replaced by a triangular loop in the Dewai inscription (col. IV) 
and the Sungal grant (col. XI), and sometimes by a triangle left open on 
one side as in the Brahmor grant (col. X) or a knob as in the Chilas 
inscriptions (col. II). An older form of the letter with rounded top occurs 
occasionally in the Sungal copper plate grant (col. XI) as, for example, in 
parameshvara 1. 1 . 



31. The letter j preserves faithfully the form of the western Gupta character 
but sometimes the right hand vertical is seen protruding downwards as in 
the Hund (col. V), Brahmor (col. X) and Sungal (col. XI) copperplate grants 
and the Tur image inscription (col. XII). 

32. s is similar to sh but open at the top. In the Sungal copper plate grant (col. 
XI) it has an open triangular wedge on the left similar to that of bh. An 
uncommon form is seen on the Chilas inscription (col. II). 

Spirants 

33. The letter h does not present anything remarkable except that in the Dewai 
(col. IV) and Barikot (col. VII) inscriptions and in the Sungal grant (col. 
XI), the lower curve is sometimes turned round and drawn further to left. 

34. The visarga and anusvara do not present anything worthy of note. 

35. The jihvamuliya and the upadhmaniya are frequently used in the inscriptions 
from Chamba. The former does not occur in any other of our early Sharada 
records. The latter, however, also occurs in the Hund inscription of 
Jayapaladeva (col. V) and the Srinagar inscription of queen Didda (col. 
IX). The shape of the jihvamuliya resembles the smaller version of the 
letter v. The upadhmaniya is described by Vogel 61 as resembling the figure 
8 laid sideways. The Hund (col. V) inscriptions and the. Brahmor (col. X) 
and Sungal (col. XI) copper plate inscriptioi^show a form resembling the 
letter ||) with a horizontal line below. This form occurs regularly in later 
Sharada. 

36. The virama is characterised by a slanting stroke drawn over the head of the 
letter on the right. The letter to which the virama is attached appefln a very 
changed form. Thus t becomes a mere curve as in the Sarahan Prashasti 
(col. Ill) and m a mere dot or a small circle (see the Table). 
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vo The Medial Vowels . y 

1. Medial a is expressed by means of a wedge *knob r serif or a down stroke 
attached to the top of the consonant on the right side. However, in case of 
certain consonants with a double top, as for example, p,y,sh , and s either 
single or accompanied by a subscribed consonant we find the vowel sign 
expressed in the Sarahan Prashasti (col. IV) and the Sungal copper plate 
grant (col. XI) and the Tur inscription (col. XII) by means of a horizontal 
top stroke with a wedge or a serif at its right end, attached to the left top 
end of the consonant. The vertical on the right is shortened above and 
remains free from the top bar. Occasionally in the Sungal copper plate grant, 
the vowel sign in pa (11.7, 10, 21, 24) and sa (11. 25, 26) is expressed in the 
usual manner i.e. by a serif attached to the top of the right hand vertical. In 
case of consonants like n, t and n the a sign is expressed by a hook or a 
semicircle and in case of j. by a small vertical attached to the right end of 
the central stroke and forming a right angle with it. In the latter case, the 
letter drops the top bar and the wedge attached to it. A peculiar form of ja 
corresponding to th eja of the later periods is found in Tur inscription, 1. 5 
(col. XII). 

2. The signs for medial i and i are generally the same as in the preceding 
centuries and consist of curves drawn respectively to the left and right of 
the consonant reaching sometimes to the level of the bottom of the 
consonant. Old signs of marking the vowels by sickle shape curves are 
occasionally met with in the Sarahan Prashasti (col. IV) and Brahmor and 
Sungal copper plate grants (col. X, XI). 

3. Medial u is expressed in two ways. 

i) by a curve representing the initial u and attached to the bottom of the letter 

ii) by a wedge, small triangle, or a short upward stroke attached to the foot of 
the vertical on the left side. In case of consonant like n,d,ph,y,h where the 
vertical is absent the wedge is attached by means of a short vertical. 

In case of ru the vowel sign is denoted by the usual curve below the vertical 
in the Sharada Prashati (col. IV) while in the Chilas inscription (col. II) the 
Srinagar copper plate grants (cols. X, XI) the sign is expressed by attaching 
a downward steamer to the right of the letter. 

4. Medial u is also expressed like the medial u in two ways. 

i) by the subscribed sign for initial u. 




ii) by a horizontal sometimes wavy flag like line attached to the lower end of 
the vertical on the left side. Peculier form is noticed in the Srinagar 
inscription (col. IX) where the sign in nu (1. 1) has been marked by a 
triangle attached to the foot of the vertical on the left. 

Mention may be made of the groups ru and bru occuring in the Sarahan 
Prashasti (col. III). Here ru has been formed by "the matrika with the 
subscribed initial vowel mark". The right hand steamer of the vowel, 
however, has been attached above the curve near the middle of the vertical 
of the superscribed r. In bru we find the vowel sign expressed by two curves 
attached to the middle of the letter, one slanting downwards and the other 
rising upwards. 

5. According to Buhler 62 the angular medial r is a peculier development of 
the Sharada. But in our early Sharada records the shape of the curve, 
representing the medial r is mostly rounded. The angular form occurs 
occasionally in the Sarahan Prashasti (col. Ill), Hund inscription (col. VI) 
and the Brahmor copper plate grant (col. X). 

6. Medial e is expressed either by a stroke-horizontal or slanting placed over 
the consonant or by the prishthamatra, i.e. by a wedge, serif, or a small 
down stroke attached to the left end of the top bar. 

7. Medial ai is expressed by the combination of two e symbols, i.e. by the 
superscribed slanting stroke accompanied by a prishthamatra. In one case 
in Brahmor copper plate grant (in vai 1. 19), the vowel has been rendered 
by two e strokes placed above the letter, (see col. X). 

8. Medial o is expressed in three distinct ways. 

i) by two wedges, serifs or small knobs attached to the both ends of the top 
bar or in case of letters with open top to two top ends. 

ii) by a superscribed slanting stroke accompanied by a wedge, serif or a down 
stroke or a curve in case of t, n attached to the right end. of the top bar. 

iii) by a superscribed flourish. 

A peculier form of marking the vowel is found once in case of lo line 7 in 
the Sarahan Prashasti (col. Ill) where the left hand wedge has been attached 
to the curve instead of to the top stroke. p 

9. Medial au is expressed by the superscribed o flourish combined with the 
wedge or a serif attached to the right end of the top bar. Occasionally it is 



marked in the Sarahan Prashasti (col. Ill) and the Srinagar stone inscription 
(col. IX) by two wedges or small down strokes attached to the both ends of 
the top bar combined with the superscribed e stroke. 

Ligatures 

As regards the ligatures the early Sharada alphabet preserves faithfully the 
ancient method of writing the conjunct consonant one below the other. 

1. k retains its ancient form without the loop when in combination with 
subscript vowels u,r or when forming the upper and the middle element of 
the ligature. As the final element it retains its usual looped shape. 

2. The subscript n occurs in a form absolutely distinct from the superscript n. 
Its shape resembles the figure 3 (see cols. IX,& XI) and it occurs only in 
combination with j. A peculier form of the subscript n is noticed in the 
word rajni 1. 12 in the Brahmor copper plate grant (col. X). 

3. The lingual t as a second member of the ligature occurs in its normal form 
in the Sarahan Prashasti (col. III). In our other records, it assumes a 
distinctive shape and consists of a semicircular curve open to the right and 
a slanting stroke attached to the foot of the upper consonant on the right. 
Subscript/Ig)is similarly formed except in the Sungal (col. XI) and Tnr (col. 

XII) inscriptions[it has'the shape of subscribed v. , iTk&fC 

4. The dental th as the second or the final element of a ligature considerably 
differs in shape from the matrika. In the Sarahan Prashasti (col. Ill) it is 
expressed by a spiral or an inward curve drawn from left to right. In the 
Brahmor copper plate grant (col. X) it is rendered by a long drawn curve 
open on the right with a hook at its lower end. In the Sungal copper plate 
grant (col. XI) it consists of a spiral similar in shape to that of the Saharan 
Prashasti but sometimes the curve forming the spiral instead of turning 
inside turns sharply round and moves towards the left. The same form of 
subscribed th is found in the Barikot inscription (col. VII) with the difference 
that the curve turns further bach towards the left. 

5. The subscribed y preserves the form of the Kushana and the Gupta 
inscriptions. Its right limb is not so much elongated as is seen in some of 
our records of the 6th and 7th centuries, e.g., the Hatun inscription and the 
Gilgitt Manuscripts (supra Tab. IC). A unique form of the subscribed y 
occurs in the Barikot inscription (col. VII) in the ligature jya 1. 1 where the 
right limb of y moving upwards forms a contact with the right end of the 
central bar of j. 


6. Buhler 63 has drawn attention to one of the peculier features of the Sharada 
according to which r as the first part of the ligature is inserted into the left 
side of the second letter. In general the superscript r retains its full form 
with the vertical slightly shortened. In ligatures rn, rth, rdh it does not 
preserve its distinctive shape and usually looses its bottom part. In ligature 
rv it is marked only by a "small excrescence on the left curve of the v 
matrika ". In the group ry it is expressed by a short vertical to which the 
curve of y is attached in one continuous stroke. 

7. In ligatures where r forms the middle or final element it is rendered by an 
upward stroke attached to the lower end of the upper consonant on the left. 
In the Sarahan Prashasti (col. Ill) it is sometimes confused with the medial 
u but in the other records its upward elongation gives it a distinctive 
character. 

8. The subscribed v in the ligature jv is generally triangular in shape. In the 
Brahmor copper plate grant (col. X) it retains its original rounded form. 

9. Attention may be drawn to the ligature nt (col. 1) pur (col. II) ksm (col. Ill) 
nsh (col. IV) nty, ngu (col. V) tkhd, St (col. IX) ddhy (col. X) tpr, ndrau 
(col. XI) 
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